Successful pregnancy in a hemodialysis patient and marked resolution of her nephrogenic systemic fibrosis.
Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis (NSF) is a recently recognized clinicopathologic entity. It is believed to be related to exposure to gadolinium-containing magnetic resonance imaging agents with gadolinium deposition in the tissues, including skin and other organs. It mainly affects patients on dialysis therapy. Pregnancy in dialysis patients is a rare occurrence. We present a case of a dialysis patient who developed NSF after exposure to gadodiamide and went on to have a successful pregnancy while on hemodialysis therapy. The patient had marked clinical and histological improvement in NSF during and after her pregnancy. This also correlated with decreasing gadolinium levels in skin biopsy tissue specimens. We discuss the interplay of factors involved in the successful pregnancy and improvement in NSF lesions in this patient.